
Agenda
8:00 -  Registration

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome and the National School Choice Environment

	 MODERATOR
	 	Virginia	K.	Gentles,	Associate	Assistant	Deputy	Secretary	

	 for	Parental	Rights	
U.S.	Department	of	Education

	 WELCOME
	 Jim	Davis,	Secretary’s	Regional	Representative	
	 U.S.	Department	of	Education

	 ThE	FAiTh-BAsED	AnD	COMMuniTy	iniTiATivE
	 	Chris	Bayer,	Director	

Center	for	Faith-Based	and	Community	Initiatives	
U.S.	Department	of	Education

9:30 – 10:30 Expanding Parental Options to Choose Charter Schools

	 MODERATOR
	 	Caroline	Proctor,	Executive	Director	

Arkansas	Charter	School	Resource	Center

	 PAnELisTs
	 	Eric	K.	Hilgendorf,	Director	of	Charter	Schools	and	Choice	

Tennessee	Department	of	Education

	 	Mary	Ann	D.	Brown,	Program	Director	
Arkansas	Department	of	Education

	 	Forest	Thigpen,	President	
Mississippi	Center	for	Public	Policy

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 11:45 Charter Schools in Action 

	 MODERATOR
	 	Gerard	Robinson,	President	

Black	Alliance	for	Educational	Options	(BAEO)

	 PAnELisTs
	 	Curtis	Weathers,	Director	

Memphis	Academy	for	Health	Sciences

	 	Scott	Shirey,	Director	
KIPP:	Delta	College	Preparatory	School

	 	Keisha	Mack,	Parent	
KIPP:	DIAMOND	Academy

	 	Kamar	Mack,	Student	
KIPP:	DIAMOND	Academy



12:00 – 1:00 Luncheon

	 KEynOTE
	 	Mary	McDonald,	Superintendent	of	Schools	

Diocese	of	Memphis

	 PAnEL	DisCussiOn	-	“hOW	PAREnTs	MAKE	ChOiCEs”
	 	Gerard	Robinson,	Moderator

1:15 – 2:15 Expanding Parental Options to Choose Private Schools

	 MODERATOR
	 	Karla	Dial,	Managing	Editor	

School	Reform	News

	 PAnELisTs
	 	Yolanda	Miranda-Hill,	Program	Manager	

Florida	Department	of	Education

	 	Chad	Aldis,	Executive	Director	
School	Choice	Ohio

	 	Robert	Teegarden,	Director	of	State	Projects	
Alliance	for	School	Choice

2:15 – 3:15 Private School Choice in Action 

	 MODERATOR
	 	Drew	Johnson,	President	

Tennessee	Center	for	Policy	Research

	 PAnELisTs
	 	Mandy	Yandell,	Executive	Director	

Memphis	Opportunity	Scholarship	Trust	(MOST)

	 	Vernell	Bowen,	Superintendent	of	Catholic	Schools	
Diocese	of	Little	Rock

	 	Forest	Thigpen,	President	
Mississippi	Center	for	Public	Policy

3:15 – 3:30 Break

3:30 – 4:30 Choice in Action – Homeschooling 

	 MODERATOR
	 	Kay	Brooks,	Founder	

TnHomeEd.com

4:30 -  Networking


